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Feb. 1: The New York Times reported that Bush administration officials have "criticized" UN
mediator Alvaro de Soto for "failing to press the rebels to compromise." De Soto told the
Times, "I don't care to comment on the criticisms. The negotiations are on track. Both sides are
satisfied that we are getting down to brass tacks." Feb. 3: In Mexico City, two days of closed-door
discussions between the government and the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN)
concluded. The FMLN delegation was headed by Commander Joaquin Villalobos, and government
representatives by Justice Minister Oscar Santamaria. The two sides focused on military and
human rights issues, and reforms of the judicial system and electoral procedures. Feb. 5: FMLN
representatives met with Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Perez in Caracas to deliver a report
on the most recent round of talks. Feb. 6: In a telephone interview with Spanish news service EFE,
FMLN political-diplomatic commission member Salvador Samoyoa said the government was
responsible for the failure of the talks. He asserted that the government team "regressed to former
positions which we thought had been settled or overcome," bringing negotiations once again to
an impasse. According to Samoyoa, the government delegation "rejected almost all important
points" of a draft proposal prepared by mediator de Soto, as well as "new suggestions" offered to
resolve the problems. In a broadcast by Radio Farabundo Marti, the FMLN reported that little or no
progress occurred during the Mexico City encounter. (Basic data from New York Times, 02/01/91;
AFP, 02/03/91, 02/05/91; Xinhua, 02/04/91; EFE, 02/02/91, 02/06/91)
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